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	Chester Convention 2026
Craxton Wood Hotel & Spa
8th – 11th May 2026


Convention Information
The Stereoscopic Society Convention 2026 will be held at the Craxton Wood Hotel & Spa from Friday 8th to Monday 11th May 2026. If possible, please stay at the hotel when attending the convention because the function rooms and facilities have been negotiated based on the society filling a certain number of bedrooms.

Please contact the hotel to book your room as instructed below and let the organisers know your intention to attend.                                                                                                                                                         PAUL                  

There is a modest charge for attending the convention and if you wish to attend the Sunday outing all monies will be gathered at the convention. There is no need to send any money in advance to the Society as cheques and cash will be accepted at registration. PayPal and bank transfers, a few days before the convention, are also accepted. The fee to attend the full 3 days of the convention is £20, or £7 per day if you just wish to attend one or two days.  We have managed to keep this cost the same as last year to offset the increased cost of the hotel accommodation.
The highlights of our convention include 3D projection sessions presenting some of the best 3D shows from our members and from around the world.  Projection will take place in a large room which has a high ceiling to allow comfortable clear views of our 3D screen.  The room is on the ground floor of the hotel with step-free access to it from the hotel grounds.  The room is large enough to accommodate our usual 100+ seat theatre setting and there will be space at the back of the room for displays and workshop and sales tables. A map of the hotel showing the time and place for registration on the Friday will be emailed to attendees closer to the time.  
Dinner will be at 6 pm on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings with the projection sessions taking place at 8 pm each evening. There will be extra activities in the hotel on Saturday morning including those workshops, displays and sales tables. Saturday afternoon is free for you to explore the area at your leisure. We may also be able to show a full-length feature film in 3D on the Saturday afternoon if the weather is poor.  
Tea and coffee will be served at various times each day. A Saturday lunch of sandwiches will be available within the hotel at an extra charge, and this is £14.95 per person and should be booked in advance with the hotel.
Sunday's excursion will be to the Jodrell Bank Observatory and the Anderton Boat Lift.  There will be a country walk on Monday, weather permitting, for anyone wishing to join in.  
The Macdonald Craxton Wood Hotel and Spa is a former 1930s manor house and farm, and is set in large woodland grounds 7 miles north-east of Chester.  All rooms are on the ground and first floors and have either double or twin beds. All include free wi-fi, TV and tea & coffee making equipment. There is also a water jug in the room, with still and sparkling water dispensers in the corridors.  Most of the ensuite bathrooms have a bath with shower over it and there are a few rooms with just a walk-in shower. There is a lift up to the first floor. The hotel only has one fully accessible room, available to us on a first come, first served basis.  

Dinner will be in one single sitting and will take the form of a 3-course sit-down meal. There will be 3 choices for each course, one of which will be vegetarian. The hotel can also cater for special dietary requirements, e.g. vegan or gluten-free. Please ensure you inform the hotel of this when you make your booking. Menus will be sent out as soon as the hotel has them ready, and they need to know your choices no later than 2 weeks before the event. 
Room rates are: £186 per night double occupancy dinner, bed & breakfast and £145 per night single occupancy dinner, bed & breakfast for the Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights of the convention.
There is plenty of free parking at the hotel, and there are also charging points for electric vehicles in the car park.  

The hotel has a block of bedrooms reserved for us, so please book in good time to avoid disappointment and certainly no later than 6 February 2026 as this is the date on which the rooms are then released to general sale. 
For those of you who wish to extend your stay, additional nights may be booked at the following rates for Thursday 7th and Monday 11th May:

£100 per night double occupancy and £90 per night single occupancy.  Please note these are for bed and breakfast only and do not include an evening meal. 
IMPORTANT – you do not need to pay a deposit when you make your booking, which will be secured by credit card.  However, the cancellation policy is different for this hotel and cancellation fees are payable on a sliding scale depending on when you cancel.

Cancellation before Event date


%age payable
14 days or less




        100

15 to 28 days




          80

29 to 60 days




          75

61 to 89 days




          40

90 days or less



                        0 






Rebecca Howell is our contact at the hotel, and will be handling all our bookings and enquiries.  Her telephone number is 0344 8799038.  However she is often away from her desk, so the best option would be to email her on weddings.craxton@macdonald-hotels.co.uk quoting 'Stereoscopic Society' to receive our agreed prices as set out above. If you include your telephone number with your email Rebecca will call you back to confirm your booking, take details of your credit card and answer any queries you may have.
Please discuss any mobility or dietary issues when reserving your room.
Suggested wording for your email :-  

Heading – The Stereoscopic Society Convention 2026

Dear Rebecca

I’m interested in booking a room for the Stereoscopic Society Convention in May 2026.  My telephone number is …..  please would you call me to discuss my booking. 

Regards, 
………..  

Rebecca will then call you, and confirm your booking via email. She will also cc the Society (on the email address below) into the confirmatory email and this will help us to monitor the bookings.  
Hotel address: Macdonald Craxton Wood Hotel & Spa, Parkgate Road, Ledsham, Chester CH66 9PB.     
The organisers would greatly appreciate if you could book a.s.a.p. and ask that you email the registration form to them at convention@steresocopicsociety.org.uk so they are aware of your intention to attend.
 
If you have any questions please contact the organisers, Helen Bovill & Mary Paul, on that email address.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________
       The Sunday Outing 

We will be visiting two locations on our coach trip, firstly the Jodrell Bank Observatory. This is the home of the world-famous Lovell Telescope. There are two smaller radio telescopes on site, plus indoor attractions including an immersive exhibition film in the Space Dome inside the First Light Pavilion. There are 2 cafes on site and there is also a 35-acre arboretum to explore.  We will be able to take advantage of the group booking rate for the entrance fee, which includes that immersive exhibition. 

In the afternoon, on our way back to the hotel, we will call at the Anderton Boat Lift. This impressive 50 ft high structure, built in 1875, is the only working boat lift in England.  It acts as a vertical link allowing boats to pass to and from the river Weaver and the Trent & Mersey Canal. There is also a visitor centre with exhibits explaining the fascinating history of the boat lift.  
Monday 11th May
For anyone wishing to stay a little longer, we may also have a country walk on the Monday morning dependant on interest and the weather. The nearby Burton Mere Wetlands, a site run by the RSPB, is currently being considered. Located on the Dee Estuary it is only a 10 minute drive from our hotel.  
Burton Mere Wetlands - Dee Estuary Nature Reserve - The RSPB
Chester General Information
Chester is a city in Cheshire in the north-west of England, very close to the border with Wales. It is a city with a rich and varied history to explore.    
                                 Some places to visit in Chester 
The Eastgate Clock. Located on the city walls, this is the second most photographed clock in England!
The Rows. Historic galleries above the shops in the city centre, these date back to medieval times.  
High Cross.  Dating from the 14th century, this is located in the city centre. 

Roman Amphitheatre. Excavated in the 20th century, this is the largest one in England and dates back 2,000 years.
City Walls. These enclose the centre of the city, and give the visitor a pleasant 2 mile walk taking in many of Chester’s sights.
Chester Cathedral. A building with a long history, it is beautiful inside and out. 
The River Dee. Stroll along its banks or take a short boat trip down the river. 

The Supertrees.  A smaller version of the ones in Singapore, these were built in 2019 and are located on a large roundabout near the bus station. Short pedestrian underpasses take you from the main road onto the roundabout.
Chester Zoo.  This is located 3 miles north of the city centre. 

Getting to the convention
By Road: The hotel is located around 7 miles north-east of Chester on the A540, just past the junction with the A550.

By Plane: The nearest international airports are Liverpool John Lennon, Manchester and Birmingham. If flying in to Liverpool JL, look out for the airport’s motto “Above us only sky”!  
By Train: Direct trains go from London Euston to Chester every hour and the journey is around 2 hours. It is then a 10 minute walk to the bus station for the 22 or 22A bus which runs every hour, takes around 25 minutes, and stops close to the hotel. A taxi is quicker but costs around £20.   
Chester Station, Chester to Chester Bus Interchange - Google Maps
If anyone is travelling by public transport and would like to share a taxi from the bus or train station to the hotel, please email me and I’ll then put you in touch with anyone else who wishes to share the cost of the taxi.  
Please remember, of course, that the information on this page is just a brief summary of how to get to the convention and what to do in Chester – if there’s anything else you’d like to know that you’ve been unable to find out elsewhere, please don’t hesitate to contact the organisers on convention@stereoscopicsociety.org.uk .
Links to our promotional video –
Full width:   https://youtu.be/1LjiO9dVuAk?si=H_EKuE1yyctJD9hy
Half width:  https://youtu.be/a2g03XZ3oU4?si=kWP_4gIuOEAhsFZt
� EMBED Microsoft Word Picture ���








Member of the International Stereoscopic Union (ISU); Affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB),
Institute of Amateur Cinematographers (IAC), Photographic Society of America (PSA Stereo Division) & the Stéréo-Club Français
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